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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)|K) This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. The Examiner has carefully considered Applicant's remarks dated 12/07/06. The 
Declaration submitted under 37 CFR 1.131 is acknowledged and sufficient to overcome the 
102 (e) art rejection made in paragraphs 3-4 of the previous office action. With regard to the 
double patenting rejections over applications 10/297173, 11/000007 and 11/014779, they are 
being held in abeyance as requested. It should be noted that it appears that both the 
Examiner and Applicant have typographically misrepresented the claims that are pending. 
According to the file history claims 1-7 are pending and not 4-7. 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by JP 2001- 
309340. As stated in the declaration that was submitted along with Applicant's accompanying 
remarks this reference as admitted by Applicant teaches all the required limitations. Thus, 
claims 1-7 are anticipated as stated by JP 2001-309340. 

5. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by USPN 6170115 
issued to Tanaka et al. 
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6. Tanaka et al. teach a cleaning tape for use in cleaning transporting surfaces of 
transporting rollers arranged along a photographic material transporting passageway includes 
a tape body provided on at least one side thereof with an adhesive layer spaced a distance 
away from one lengthwise end thereof. A porous screen is laid on the adhesive layer 
[abstract]. It is the object of the invention to provide a cleaning tape capable of 
reliably cleaning out contaminants on the transporting rollers of the photographic processor 
with efficiency and without being rolled into the transporting rollers. To achieve the above 
object, the present invention provides a cleaning tape for use in cleaning transporting 
surfaces of transporting rollers arranged along a photographic material transporting 
passageway, wherein a tape body is provided on at least one side thereof with an adhesive 
layer, with a distance away from one lengthwise end thereof, and a porous screen is laid on 
the adhesive layer. The cleaning tape of the invention is constructed such that when a 
surface of a portion of the tape body forming thereon the adhesive layer is in a non- 
pressurized state, the porous screen protrudes from a surface of the adhesive layer so that 
the cleaning tape can show substantial non-tackiness, while on the other hand, when the 
surface of the portion of the tape body forming thereon the adhesive layer is in a pressurized 
state, the adhesive layer emerges from porous portions of the porous screen so that the 
cleaning tape can show substantial tackiness (column 1, line 56- column 2 line 11). The tape 
body (3) is described at column 3, lines 25-43 and are thermoset resins. The adhesive is 
described at column 3, line 44 to column 4, line 7). The porous screen is described at column 
4, lines Thus, Tanaka et al anticipate claims 1-7 as they teach a cleaning sheet that can be a 
transfer member, and comprises resins like polypropylene or vinyl chloride, polyethylene 
terephthalate to which on one side an adhesive is applied and on the opposite side a porous 
member. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ms. Arti Singh whose telephone number is 571-272-1483. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-T 9-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris can be reached on 571-272-1478. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Ms. ArtrSingh 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1771 
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